Middle Grade Black History Books
Biographies/Autobiographies
Facing Frederick: The Life of Frederick Douglass, A Monumental American Man
Bolden, Tonya. Facing Frederick: The Life of Frederick Douglass, A Monumental American Man. Abrams Books for Young Readers, 2018.
Notes: Good for excerpts, a bit long for a student to read on their own.
Freedom Riders: John Lewis and Jim Zwerg on the Front Lines of the Civil Rights Movement
Bausum, Ann. Freedom Riders: John Lewis and Jim Zwerg on the Front Lines of the Civil Rights Movement. Washington D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2006.
Notes: Picture book-style, full of pictures showing the parallel stories of John Lewis and Jim Zwerg during Freedom Summer.
Ida B. the Queen: The Extraordinary Life and Legacy of Ida B. Wells 
Duster, Michelle. Ida B. the Queen: The Extraordinary Life and Legacy of Ida B. Wells. One Signal Publishers, 2021
Notes: Eye-catching cover and entertaining text features hook the students.
March Forward, Girl
Beals, Melba Pattillo. March Forward, Girl. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing, 2018.
Notes: An autobiography of one of the Little Rock Nine, written for middle grade readers.
Trouble Maker for Justice: The Story of Bayard Rustin, the Man Behind the March on Washington 
Houtman, Jacqueline, Naegle, Walter, and Long, Michael G. Trouble Maker for Justice: The Story of Bayard Rustin, the Man Behind the March on Washington. City Lights Books, 2019.
Notes: One of my top picks! See PowerPoint slide
History
School in the Civil Rights Movement
Koestler-Grack, Rachel A. School in the Civil Rights Movement. Mankato, MN: Capstone Press, 2017.
Notes: You could use this book to help bring the Civil Rights Movement into WA State/PNW History.
Spies of Mississippi: The True Story of the Spy Network That Tried to Destroy the Civil Rights Movement
Bowers, Rick. Spies of Mississippi: The True Story of the Spy Network That Tried to Destroy the Civil Rights Movement. Washington D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2010.
Notes: Super interesting story. It’s a little old-fashioned looking, so you might want to pull excerpts for students, especially kids who are interested in spies!
Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You — Ibram X. Kendi (ibramxkendi.com)
Reynolds, Jason, and Ibram X. Kendi. Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You. First edition. Little, Brown and Company, 2020.
Notes: One of my top picks! See PowerPoint slide
Graphic Novels/Picture Books
Black Heroes of the Wild West
Smith, James Otis. Black Heroes of the Wild West. TOON Books, 2020.
Notes: One of my top picks! I seriously love this book. See PowerPoint slide
A Graphic History of the Civil Rights Movement (series)
Jeffrey, Gary. A Graphic History of the Civil Rights Movement. Illustrated by Nick Spender, Gareth Stevens Publishing, 2013.
Notes: Pretty nuts and bolts, but it would be good for kids who want to learn via graphic novels. 
Jackie Robinson: Baseball’s Great Pioneer
Glaser, Jason. Jackie Robinson: Baseball’s Great Pioneer. Illustrated by Bob Lentz, Capstone Press, 2006.
Notes: This is short and vivid and very well illustrated and told. I was not expecting to get as sucked into it as I was. This would be a great option for reading intervention students or younger kids.
March series
Lewis, John and Aydin, Andrew. March, Books 1-3. Illustrated by Nate Powell, Top Shelf Productions, 2013
Notes: John Lewis’ autobiographical graphic novel series is SO GREAT and many older students love it because it’s full of drama!
Nathan Hale’s Hazardous Tales: The Underground Abductor
Hale, Nathan. Nathan Hale’s Hazardous Tales: The Underground Abductor. New York: Amulet Books, 2015.
Notes: This series of historical graphic novels is ridiculously goofy but packed with lots of important facts and interesting sidebars. 
Unspeakable: The Tulsa Race Massacre
Weatherford, Carole Boston. Unspeakable: The Tulsa Race Massacre. Illustrated by Floyd Cooper. Carolrhoda Books, 2021.
Notes: This is another picture book that is totally worth having in a middle school library because the story is incredibly important and well-told, and because the illustrations are breathtaking.
Voice of Freedom: Frannie Lou Hamer
Weatherford, Carole Boston. Voice of Freedom: Frannie Lou Hamer. Illustrated by Ekua Holmes,  Candlewick Press, 2015.
Notes: This is a picture book and told in verse, but I love having it in my middle school library anyway because the huge pictures are glorious and the poetry comes in handy for lessons and displays. 
